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10,000+ hectares of vacant & derelict land (3,500 + sites) in 
Scotland

Large, diverse and fragmented amount of land

1/3 of Scottish population lives within 500m 

Context



• 589 DUSTEs - Derelict Urban Sites unused since 2000 or Earlier

– Most challenging

– Most harmful

– Most stuck

• Prevalence in deprived communities

• comprehensive list of national priorities

Scotland’s Stuck Sites

Ryden (2020), Understanding Scotland’s Stuck Sites



Impact on Communities

• Sites can blight communities and impact well being
• Impact:

– disproportionate to size of site
– Proximity 
– Clustering 

• Perceptions and designations 
• Community impact assessment tool

Peter Brett Associates (September 2019), Assessing the Impact of Vacant and Derelict Land on Communities

Drivers





Scottish Government Performance Framework

Missed opportunity

• Climate change

• Inequalities

• Health & Wellbeing

• Inclusive Growth 

• COVID19 recovery

Drivers







The Taskforce



Transform Scotland’s approach to tackling vacant 
and derelict land, create the conditions necessary 
for eradicating persistent dereliction in urban 
communities and realise the social, economic and 
environmental benefits of returning unloved derelict 
urban land back to productive use. 



The Recommendations 













www.landcommission.gov.scot/notsoprettyvacant

Case Studies 

Community impact assessment tool

Guidance on assessing the benefits of productive land 
reuse 

Resources

http://www.landcommission.gov.scot/notsoprettyvacant
https://www.landcommission.gov.scot/downloads/5f0d8d68ed71e_VDL%20Case%20Studies_14.7.20%20smaller.pdf
https://landcommission.gov.scot/downloads/5f75b8e59a1ac_VDL%20Community%20Impact%20Tool.pdf
https://landcommission.gov.scot/downloads/5f48e7a98c655_Land%20Reuse%20Framework.pdf


Thank You


