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In 2001… 

 

Halt the decline of biodiversity in the EU by 2010 
 

Halt the decline of biodiversity by 2020 
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Legally compliant development with 
biodiversity loss 

 



Industry is changing… 
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Move from 
this… 



To this… 
Making Space for Nature 
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Over 450 professionals 
Average 72% agreed 



The first UK principles 

on good practice to achieve 

Biodiversity Net Gain 



1. Establish a clear goal 



Net Gain is 

 

Development that leaves biodiversity in a 
better state then before 



2. Establish an approach 
to achieve the goal 



Net Gain is 

 

An approach whereby developers work 
with stakeholders to support their 
priorities for nature conservation 



3. Establish good practice principles 



1. Apply the Mitigation Hierarchy 

2. Avoid losing biodiversity that cannot be offset by gains elsewhere 

3. Be inclusive & equitable 

4. Address risks 

5. Make a measurable Net Gain contribution 

6. Achieve the best outcomes for biodiversity 

7. Be additional 

8. Create a Net Gain legacy  

9. Optimise sustainability 

10. Be transparent 
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Development 

Conservation 



Make Net Gain meaningful 



Partner with local stakeholders 





Greater stakeholder 

engagement during the 

offset design process, and 

feasibility testing  



Stakeholder participation is integral to 

successful design & implementation 
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“Communities are often the expert of 

the landscape” 
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Ecological equivalent 



Ecological equivalent 

Out of kind? 



Local versus Landscape? 



It depends… 



Achieve the best outcomes… 

 by making clearly-justified choices when deciding…  

 

  Equivalent vs Out of kind 
  Local  vs Landscape 
  Enhance vs Create new 
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Engaging stakeholders & jointly agreeing practical 

solutions that secure Net Gain in perpetuity  
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Collaborative partnerships for innovation 

   


