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Background and driver
Climate Change Mitigation & EIA

Reducing greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions is and will continue to be one of the main policy drivers in the
coming decades. Action to manage GHG emissions from existing activities in all sectors of the economy
is essential, but action is also needed related when plinning future actions.The EIA Directive' requires the

+ On 16 May 2014 the amended EU EIA T e

In a 2009 IEMA survey of EIA practitioners, 88% feit that where relevant, carbon emissions should be
congsidered in the assessment and reported in the Environemntal Statement (ES). The supplement to PPSI

directive became law in the UK (510 3007 s i 310 et Goverern aport s i

‘Local planning authorities should not require spedific and stondalone ossessments [of climate change] where
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opportunity to manage GHG emissions this, does not absolve EIA from ideration of cli

- Statutory Instrument 2017 No. 571 The Town o e o o e S s
and Country Planning: Environmental .
. rching Principles:
Impact Assessment Regulations * Thn GHG s fom alpcts i cort o it g b e

*  The consequences of a changing climate have the potential to lead to significant environmental
effects on all topics in the EIA Directive ~ e.g. Population, Fauna, Soil, etc.

*  The UK has legally binding GHG reduction targets - EIA must therefore give due consideration
to how a project will ibute to the aché of these targets.

*  GHG emissions have a combined environmental effect that is approaching a scientifically
defined environmental limit, as such any GHG emissions or reductions from a project might be
considered to be significant.

*  The BIA process should, at an early stage, influence the location and design of projects to
optimise GHG performance and limit likely contribution to GHG emissions.
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The EIA and project relationship
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The EIA and project relationship

FIGURE 1: Scope of this guids
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Scoping — key points

* A ‘good practice’ approach 1s advocated where GHG emissions are always

considered and reported but at varying degrees of detail of approach
depending on the project

- A focus on proportionate assessment Is important in avoiding undue
burden

- Mitigation should be embedded as a principle throughout the project life
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GHG emissions assessment method

 Defining study goal and scope  * Quantification methodology
- Study boundaries » Uncertainty

» Study period - Data quality

* Inclusions and cut off rules

Define goal, Select Collect Calculate GHG
scope and calculation and access emissions
assumptions methodology/s data inventories




Adopting a life
cycle approach
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Significance

Appendix C

» The GHG emissions from all projects will significance of GHG emissions
contribute to climate change; the largest S

inter-related cumulative environmental effect B —

Established a significance threshold of 1,100 According to Appendix G of the CEQA
OO, 2 per year). This is based Guidelines, a project would have a significant
4 8 Chan rojects

* GHG emissions have a combined AT S
environmental effect that is approaching a ST CRIDINZIIY

scientifically defined environmental limit, as e e e
such any GHG emissions or reductions from e e

= GHGimpacts are considered to be The IEMA principles document provides a section

a project might be considered significant e e

single project makes a significant
ibution to global climate change;

nt of significance & based on whether a

GHG emimssions cumulatively rapresent
& considerable contrbution to the globsl

“An EIA should ensure the project addresses P
GHG emissions occurrence by taking mitigating e

9 Sacumenin Maropolian Ar Cuslly Mansgsment DisTict 2014 Justication Jor (eanhause G2s Ememsors Thisshoids of Sonicance.

: 29
actlon 23 3. CAPCOAI008 CEDA ard Cimaie Charge: EualLning 3o Addrsg Caanhousn (-2 Ermisione horm FTiecss Subjoct 10 he Caiomi Embormmantal Cualy Ao

Environmental Impact Assessment Guide to: Assessing Greenhouse Gas Case studies
Emissions and Evaluating their significance Science based targets

ARUP




Summary thoughts

Why carbon emissions are
. | relevant to the selection, design,
«  All GHG emissions contribute to

climate change procurement, and operation of

| - 1t environment:
+  Always scope in GHG emissions as builte

good practice * Cut cost

- Flexibility: a detailed assessment * Win financing
may not always be necessary - Co-benefits:

- Early stakeholder engagement is - efficiency (e.g. less materials)
encouraged to maximise mitigation - resilience (e.g. energy security)

- environment (e.g. air quality)
- + more....
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