[bookmark: _GoBack]The timely nature of “Brexit: What does it mean for the Environment?”, Chaired by Martin Baxter, Chief Policy Advisor at IEMA, made for engaging and thought-provoking discussion. On a windy February day in London, we were joined by aspiring students and young professionals alike from across the spectrum of the sustainability sector. As part of an interactive workshop, participants were able to look at a range of scenarios - from air pollution to climate change - through the eyes of stakeholders such as businesses, the general public, education and research and NGOs.
Generally, participants felt that environment and sustainability issues have been overshadowed by the politically-charged nature of Brexit, and that there was a risk of the government not delivering on promises to uphold (and better) the broad spectrum of environmental commitments currently in place. This feeling of unease was strengthened by the prospect of potential trade deals which, some have speculated, would require the UK to relax environmental standards. 
However, what was clear was the potential for a post-Brexit Britain to seize the opportunities granted by being an “independent” nation. A post-Brexit Britain, whatever form that may take, has the potential to drive its own sustainability and environmental agenda, taking the chance to go even further than current EU legislation and be truly world leading in terms of carbon reduction, renewable energy, a more circular economy, and the handling of waste. Therefore, it is up to us, as champions for sustainability and custodians for the built and natural environment, to make government, industry, and the public aware of this potential and the connection everybody has to the environment - whether they realise it or not. 

