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� Overall Objectives of Workshop

� Key SEA Stages and Outputs & Integration

� Some Common Issues re: Integration in EA

Outline of Presentation

� Some EA Tools: 
� Cumulative Effects
� GIS
� QA/QC Checklists

� Case Studies re: Integration

� Worksheets

� Overview following Group Exercises 



Overall Objectives fo Workshop

� Introduce “Integration” in “EA”

� Discuss some Ongoing Issues re; “Integration”

� Overview of some experience of “Integration”  � Overview of some experience of “Integration”  

� Group Exercise and Feedback

Following Workshops:
Review and Summary of “Outputs” from Workshops



Integration

� Focus of Workshop:
“Integration of outputs of EA in Plan / Programme/ 

Project”Project”

� Recommendations

� Mitigation



Directive 2001/42/EC of 27 June 2001  on the assess ment of 
the effects of certain plans and programmes on the 

SEA Legislation - SEA Directive

the effects of certain plans and programmes on the 
environment.



� to provide for a high level of protection of the environment

� to contribute to the Integration of Environmental Considerations
into the preparation and adoption of plans and prog rammes with a 
view to promoting Sustainable Development

SEA Directive Article 1 - Objective

view to promoting Sustainable Development
by ensuring that

� an Environmental Assessment is carried out of certain plans and 
programmes which are likely to have significant effects on the 
environment

STRATEGICSTRATEGIC-- INTEGRATIONINTEGRATION of ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONSIDERATIONS IN PLAN/PROGRAMME –MAKING PROCESS



SEA STAGES and Outputs
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Common Integration Issues 
found in EA –EPA Experience

� Timing - EA commences too late

� Plan / Programme/ Project developed separately to E A

� Lack of Interaction between EA and P/P/P Teams

� Lack of understanding of role of EA

� Minimal investment in EA Scoping Consultation

� Transboundary EA not adressed 

� No QA/QC of process and Outputs



Common Integration Issues 
found in EA –EPA Experience

� Key decisions during EA not documented ;
� Scoping In/Out Topics
� Key Assumptions- Population Increase/ Climate Change etc. 
� Significance Criteria

� Data
� Upto date baseline data 
� Data Gaps not identified/ addressed
� Application of GIS

� Linkages with other Assessment Processes
� HDA
� Flood Risk Assessment
� EIA/SEA 

� Linkages with other Plans /Programmes
� SAC/SPA Management Plans
� Regional Planning Guidelines
� WFD –RBMPs



Common Integration Issues 
found in EA –EPA Experience

� Mitigation Measures
� Linkage with Significant Effects not clear
� Vague
� Lack of commitment 
� Residual Effects
� Enfocement of implemetation
� Monitoring of Effectiveness
� Remedial Action where mitigation not Effectivce� Remedial Action where mitigation not Effectivce

� Summary of Outputs of EA not included 

in P/P or Project proposal
� No reference to how EA influenced the P/P or Projec t

� Lack of early Engagement and Interaction 
with Key Decision –makers

� Lack of Strategic Planning/ Assessment
� “Bigger Picture Planning
� Joined –Up thinking/ Assessment



Common Integration Issues 
found in EA –EPA Experience

EPA Submission:
SECTION 1 - INTEGRATION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

� The comments below relate to the integration of environmental
considerations identified in the Environmental Report and additional
information highlighted by the EPA, within the Plan. Sugges tions are put
forward for consideration with a view to addressing the integration of aforward for consideration with a view to addressing the integration of a
number of key environmental considerations within the Plan .

� It is recommended that the Plan should include a more detailed account of
how the Strategic Environmental Assessment influenced and was
integrated within the Plan –making process .

� Specific reference should be made to Policies, which were influenced by
the environmental assessment . Specific Policies, which have been
introduced to mitigate significant adverse environmental effects identified,
should also be highlighted.



Common Integration Issues 
found in EA –EPA Experience

EPA Submission:
MITIGATION MEASURES

� “ Confirm the Mitigation and Enhancement measures set  out under Section 9.2 
Mitigation Measures for the specific environmental issues have been adopted as 
Policies within the Draft Plan . 

� Where, this is not the case, describe the reasons for not taking into account the
proposed mitigation/ enhancement measures . For those “Mitigation/Enhancement
Measures” adopted provide a table clearly showing the link with the relevant PlanMeasures” adopted provide a table clearly showing the link with the relevant Plan
Policy.

� The proposed “mitigation measures” should be re-examined and a ssessed in the
context of their ability to fully avoid the relevant signifi cant environmental effects of
the implementation of the Plan . Where full mitigation is not likely to be achieved,
identify what other measures are underway through differen t instruments or what
other measures are required which would ensure the identifi ed effects of the Plan are
fully mitigated.

Summary Table
� There would be merits in providing a summary table outlining how significant

environmental effects are linked directly to proposed miti gation measures,
monitoring measure and a policy or objective in the Plan as ap propriate .”



� SEA GIS Search and Reporting Tool

� Cumulative Effects –other P/P and Projects

Some Integration Tools in SEA 

� SEA Consultation/ SEA Workshops

� SEA Process Checklist



Demonstration

Toolbars

Tools

Table of Contents

Aerial View of Wexford Town

Launch SEA 
Reporting Tool

Plan boundary 
is uploaded

Enter attributes for 
plan boundary

SEA Report Generated
(15 Pages of Maps & Tables)

Table of Contents

Zooms to Plan Area
Select polygon 
tool & digitise 
plan boundary

Alternatively upload 
a boundary from an 
existing shapefile

Dropdown 
menus available

Select buffer size 

& generate report



Dublin City Council Report

Dublin City Council 
Sample Report



NHA

Carlingford Lough 
SPA

SAC



Linkage with Other P/Ps and SEAs  
National Development Plan

Dublin City

Fingal 

ERBD RBMP/POM

Dodder Flood Strategy

County/ CityCounty/ City Water /WasteWater /Waste LAPs etc.LAPs etc.

Docklands

Dublin Bay

Biodiversity

INTEGRATION
Transport Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area

South Dublin 

D’Laoghaire

Meath 

Louth

Kildare

Drainage Strategy

Water Supply Scheme

Waste Management

Biodiversity

Landscape

Groundwater

National Spatial Strategy

INTEGRATION

Air

Noise

Greater Dublin Area Regional Planning  Guidelines 

Significant
Projects



EA QA/QC Procedures
Checklists



EA QA/QC Procedures
Checklists



EA QA/QC Procedures
Checklists



EA QA/QC Procedures
Checklists



EA QA/QC Procedures
Checklists



Some Examples of Integration of 
Outputs of EA 



Some Examples of Integration of 
Outputs of EA 



Policies Emerging 
From EA Process

Water 
Supply

From EA Process
Distinguished by *

Waste water
Infrastructure



Some Integration Tools in SEA 



Some Integration Tools in SEA 



Some Integration Tools in SEA 



Some Integration Tools in SEA 

Separate Section in Plan Outlining 
EA Derived Policies





New and Amended 
Policies

Arising from EA Process
and related Submissions



In the order of ~40 new 
& ~30 Amended Policies

Emerged from 
EA Consultation!!EA Consultation!!



SEA STAGES and Outputs
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Integration  &
EA Worksheet 1



Integration  &
EA Worksheet 2



Integration  &
EA Worksheet 3



Integration  &
EA Worksheets

� Break into 3 Working  Groups 

� Discuss and note experience /Current Practice 
in Integration under Headings on Worksheets

� Provide  3 Key Best Practice Recommendations for ea ch Stage � Provide  3 Key Best Practice Recommendations for ea ch Stage 

� Appoint Scribe

� Provide Brief  Summary of Outputs


