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Scope of workshop

What is Integrated Assessment?
Background
Advantages/disadvantages
Comparison with SEA

Terminology

Integrated Assessment/ Integrated Appraisal/ Strate  gic Impact
Assessment/Sustainability Appraisal/Assessment

An assessment framework that links social, environm ental and
economic processes



SEA/ Sustainability Appraisal (SA)

Obijective of the SEA Directive: to provide for a high
level of protection of the environment and to contribute
to the integration of environmental considerations

Into the preparation and adoption of plans and
programmes with a view to promoting sustainable
development.

(Article 1, SEA Directive)

Sustainability Appraisal is a tool to promote
sustainable development through the integration
of social, environmental and economic
considerations into plans.

(ODPM, SA Guidance 2005)



Why Integrate?

Drive towards Sustainable Development

Integrated policy-making, or joined-up thinking, in cluding
transparency in decision-making and increased parti cipation

Increasing focus on integrating appraisal process w ith plan and
policy -making/ decision making

Consolidating different statutory requirements/ red ucing
overlap

Dealing with cross-cutting and cumulative effects



Background/examples

European Strategy for Sustainable Development 2001-
‘Assessment of economic, environmental and sociali ~ mpacts
should increasingly inform decision-making within t he EU".

European Commission- Communication on Impact Assessm ent:
EC to introduce integrated impact assessment..to*  improve
guality and coherence of its own activities’.

Growing international interest in holistic approach es, e.g.
RBMPs Sweden, United Nations Environment Programme.

UK Government has encouraged Integrated Appraisalf  or
planning documents- DCLG SA Guidance.

North West Regional Assembly: Integrated Appraisal toolkit/
Integrated Appraisal of Regional Spatial Strategy.



Expanding role of planning In Britain

To deliver extra 3 Mill
homes by 2020

Economic development/
regeneration

Climate change- peak oil
Renewable energy
Zero-carbon development
Crime reduction

Healthy communities
Deliver employment
Social cohesion
Eco-towns

Equalities

Meet needs of ageing
society

Mobility and accessibility
Quality design

Water quality /WFD
Manage flood risk
Protect habitat

Protect and enhance
heritage, archaeology

Green infrastructure
etc...



Expanding role of planning in Britain

Regional and sub-regional strategies

Regional Development Agencies, increasing focus
on integration of economic concerns

Local Development Frameworks - Core Strategies,
Site Allocations, DC Policies, Area Action Plans,
Supplementary Planning Documents

Development briefs, site-specific master plans,
development applications




Integrated Assessment/Appraisal

Expanded role includes new statutory requirements.
Opportunities to integrate:

Equalities Impact Assessment- Race Relations (Amendm  ent) Act
2000, Disability Discrimination Act 2005, Sex Discr  imination Act
1975 (Amendment) Regulations 2003

Habitats Regulations Assessment - EU Habitats Directive

Water Cycle Strategies- EU Water Framework Directive
Also:

Economic and social impact assessment

Health Impact Assessment- non statutory

Future-proofing for climate change



Integrated Assessment/ Appraisal



Opportunities to integrate SA into plan-making

Common baseline/evidence base

Visioning- achieving a sustainable vision & objectiv es
Developing options- iterative

Improving plan policies (preferred options)

ldentifying cumulative effects and mitigation measu res



Group work
Scenarios



Discussion

« What opportunities are presented by Integrated
Appraisal?

 Does the environment become lost or devalued in
Integrated Appraisal?

 How well does Integrated Appraisal deal with climat e
change? Other cross -cutting issues?
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