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What is the Simpler planning 
System ?

• Well…it’s essentially a fictitious system 
which lives in the minds of the Civil 
servants who dreamt it up.
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servants who dreamt it up.
• It does not exist in reality.  The planning 

system we now work within is far more 
complex than its predecessor.



Community engagement and 
confidence in Planning is 

essential !

• So in response we have we created 
processes far more exclusive to the 
“Usual Suspects” than ever before 
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“Usual Suspects” than ever before 
and…..

• Alienated communities and individuals 
with more abbreviations and jargon than 
a Civil Servants Training manual.  



EA as a Planners Tool

• Comprehensive 
scoping possible.

• Objective analysis.

• The British public 
actually like long 
winded deliberation.

• Ensures that all 
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• Evaluation of real 
data.

• Brings confidence to 
decision making.

• Ensures that all 
material 
considerations are 
documented.  



Are there pitfalls  ?

• General practitioner Planners are not 
always qualified to interpret the results.

• Same complaints about impartiality as 
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• Same complaints about impartiality as 
other supporting evidence.

• Cost of paying for corroboration.
• Licence to challenge by self appointed 

experts.   



Examples from practice

• Third parties allege EA 
bias because developer 
paid for it.

• Objecting Professor 
maintains extensive 

• Consultant costing £5K 
plus needed to advise 
LPA on air quality 
results.

• Despite protected 
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maintains extensive 
criticism of 
methodology.

• Planners lack  
confidence to question 
findings.      

• Despite protected 
species habitat impact, 
Statutory body caves in 
at inquiry.



Planners can be a little cynical……

• Costs of data 
collection can be 
very expensive.

• Is EA a licence for 

LANCASTER
CITY COUNCIL
Promoting City Coast & Countryside

• Is EA a licence for 
consultants to print 
money?

• How many EA’s 
have definitive 
results?



But that’s a little unfair, there are good 
examples of clear guidance and results.

• Heysham/M6 Link 
Road, Lancashire.

• Two routes 
completing EA for 
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completing EA for 
each.

• Enabled Counsel to 
identify one as 90% 
probable failure.  



How to make EA more effective.

• Reduce costs and 
duplication by joint 
commissioning and 
public impartiality 

• Is there room of 
weights and 
balances with legal 
conclusions ?
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public impartiality 
statements.

• Community Impact 
Statements in lay 
mans terms.

conclusions ?
• Avoid trivialising 

down to Newts and 
Bats!!


