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Round Table Discussion on Appropriate Assessment 
 

Stephanie Wray 
 
 
 
This session will begin with an introduction to the process of appropriate assessment (see attached 
flow diagrams), and a discussion of what makes a good appropriate assessment, based on the EC 
review package (Appendix 1).  Participants will be encouraged to share experience and difficulties 
in completing appropriate assessments and we will close with a review of some recent advances, 
case law etc. 
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Flow Diagrams illustrating the Assessment of Implications on European 
Sites (AIES), including Appropriate Assessment (AA) 
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(see Figure 4.3)

Before a project which is considered to “…

…” can proceed, there 

must be an objective assessment of any alternative 

solutions.

The consideration of alternatives is 

made during the environmental 

assessment process.  This information 

should be used as the basis for the 

Appropriate Assessment Alternative 

Solutions Assessment although 

consideration of alternatives within 

Appropriate Assessment will require 

more extensive examination.

The project proponent should identify the objectives of 

the project or plan, and then seek to provide 

information on the alternative solutions that have been 

considered. This should include consideration of:

- locations or routes;

- feasibility

- scale or size;

- means of meeting objectives;

- methods of construction;

- operational methods;

- scheduling and timescale proposals.

Formal opinion should be sought from 

appropriate nature conservation body on 

the acceptability of the alternative 

solutions matrix.

The project proponent should seek to 

ensure that the relevant nature 

conservation body are in agreement with 

the assessment of alternative solutions. 

Where it cannot be objectively 

concluded that there is an absence of 

alternative solutions, it is necessary to 

reconsider and develop the alternative 

solutions to ensure legislative 

compliance.  This is an unacceptable 

outcome, which is likely to result in 

substantial delays to the project 

programme.

Reconsideration of alternatives 

solutions will also necessitate 

revisions to the Environmental 

Assessment Reports.

(see Figure 4.4)

An indicative format for recording 

this information, known as the 

alternative solutions matrix, has 

been included as Appendix 6.

This should include an assessment of the relative 

impact of the different options upon the European Site.

Can the Project Proponent objectively 

conclude that there is an absence of  

Suitable Alternative Solutions?

Where the relevant nature conservation body are in 

agreement the project proponent should complete an 

Alternative Solutions Assessment Statement and 

Evidence of Assessment Matrix (alternative Solutions 

– see Appendices – and the information included in 

the Statement to Inform the Appropriate Assessment.
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Appendix 1 – EC Review Package 
 


