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for
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Getting Wild

• UKELA’s mission –
making the law work 
for a better for a better 
environment

• Does environmental 
law deliver this?



Human Activity - 2007 IPCC Report

• There is very high confidence that the net effect of 
human activities since 1750 has been one of 
warming

• Pre- industrialization carbon dioxide in • Pre- industrialization carbon dioxide in 
atmosphere 280ppm today 380ppm

• Eleven of the last twelve years have been the 
hottest since records started in 1850

• Increase in global temperatures of 0.75ºC  in last 
100 years



The Future – 2007 IPCC Report

• Asia - flooding – draught - disease
• Africa – rain fed agriculture reduced 50%
• Australia NZ – reduced agriculture and forestry 

production – flooding - stormsproduction – flooding - storms
• Europe – inland flash floods, reduced crop 

production, desertification
• Latin America – food security, loss biodiversity
• North America – winter flooding, reduced summer 

flows 



Today

• Food prices
– Reached 30 year high
– Driven 100 million people into hunger (World Bank 

chief Robert Zoellick)chief Robert Zoellick)
– Riots

• Oil prices
– $130 barrel - warning $200 barrel (OPEC President)
– Fishermen protests – Portugal, Spain, France, Italy and 

UK 
– Lorry driver protests – UK, Holland



Earth Community Threatened

• “The UN's Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO) has warned the 
industrialised countries that unless they industrialised countries that unless they 
increase yields, eliminate barriers and move 
food to where it is needed most, a global 
catastrophecould result.” (BBC)

• Cost of measures £7.5 billion (UN)



Regulation

• Sustainable development as the solution
“Two hundred years ago, when change was slow, we
might have had time to establish sustainable development,
but now is much too late; the damagehas alreadybeenbut now is much too late; the damagehas alreadybeen
done. (James Lovelock- Revenge of Gaia Page 3)”
“There is high agreement and much evidence that with
current climate change mitigation policies and related
sustainable development practices, global GHG emissions
will continue to grow over the next few decades. (IPCC
Report 2007)”



Wild Law Cormac Cullinan, 2002

• Rethink of philosophy 
behind our legal 
systems based on 
Earth Jurisprudence Earth Jurisprudence 
and the Great Law

• Governance systems 
based on false 
premises



Earth Jurisprudence

• Examines the 
philosophy and value 
systems that underpin 
most legal and most legal and 
governance systems, 
making sure they 
support, rather than 
undermine, the 
integrity and health of 
the Earth



Wild Law and the Earth Community

• Planet self regulates 
though laws of 
nature (Gaia 
Theory)Theory)

• The Earth 
Community is 
governed by the 
laws of nature

• Humans part of 
Earth Community 
thus we must follow 



Wild Law

• Legal embodiment of Earth Jurisprudence
• Pillars of wild laws

� Laws of Nature� Laws of Nature
� Earth Community Rights 
� Earth Democracy 
� Spiritual attachment to the Earth



Developing ideas 2005

• Introduced Wild Law 
to UKto UK

• Tested concept
• Created a network



Walk in the Wilderness 2006

• Mobilisation
• Conflict with economic 

prosperity
• Community Ecological • Community Ecological 

Governance –
strengthening traditional 
ecological governance 
and slowing down!

• Connecting with nature 
in the south downs



Workshop 2007

• Focus on climate 
change change 

• Case study of 
Orangutan

• 13 countries 
represented

• Dynamic international 
network



International Research 2008

• Looking for examples of 
wild lawwild law

• Created wild law 
indicators

• Test laws
• To establish a baseline 

for drafting wild law



What next?

• Finish and publish 
research

• Workshop September 
26-2826-28

• Work with other 
sectors

• Wild law cases?
• Toolkit/sources and 

materials



Relevance to business/consultancies/
environmental managers 

• Increased regulation
• Increase research in 

new areasnew areas
• Change the way 

business works 
• Change the way you 

think 
• Change your expertise



Environment ‘more vital than 
economy’ (BBC 2 June 2008)

“Tackling climate 
change is too crucial to 
be derailed by a be derailed by a 
temporary economic 
downturn”, Angel 
Gurria Secretary General  
OECD


